Freshman Summer Reading Timeline

  Seedfolks by Paul Fleischman (response due June 30)

1. Read the story pp. 1-87 and answer questions #1-6.

2. Read  “From Seed to Seedfolks” pp. 89-102 and answer question #7.

Questions:

1. Who is your favorite character and why?

2. Which character would you say is least interesting and why?

3. What single event or incident stands out for you? Why?

4. Why is the book named Seedfolks?

5. Could this story happen only in a large metropolitan city? Why or why not?

6. List three lessons you learned from this book.

7. In the final pages Mr. Fleischman writes about himself and the experiences that enabled him to be a writer. What advice or bit of wisdom did he give in these pages that spoke directly to you and why you feel it is important or worth remembering.

Alchemist by Paulo Coelho (4 response dates)

Read the Introduction pp. v-x and Part One pp.3-47. 

           Respond by July 15 to questions # 1-3

1. In the Prologue the alchemist gives a different version of the ancient Greek mythological tale of Narcissus. This tale emphasizes the grief of the lake at no longer being able to bask in the reflection of Narcissus’ eyes. Do you think there is an element of “narcissism” in the pursuit of one’s Personal Legend?

2. At the beginning of his journey, Santiago must agree to give a gypsy woman one-tenth of his treasure in return for her dream interpretation. He is also required to give the old man one-tenth of his flock in payment for the path to the treasure. Both payments represent different prices exacted to fulfill our dreams, but only one will yield a true result. The other payment represents false hope. Think about times in your own life where you’ve had to sacrifice something to reach a goal. Share a time when your sacrifice was well worth it. Can you share a time when the sacrifice was too great a price to pay?

3. The old man who revealed himself as the “king of Salem” says that many people are unable to choose their own personal legend because they believe the “world’s greatest lie,” which is that we lose control of our own lives and must depend on fate. When did you see Santiago tempted to do the same? When Santiago is told the story of Joseph becoming the Egyptian Pharaoh’s counselor, in what ways did you think that personal legend would have suited Santiago? Why do you think he did not choose it?

Read pp. 51 to the * on page 87 (due by July 30)

Respond to questions #4-6

4. An initial diversion in Santiago’s journey was caused by the theft of his money in Tangier. While he was forced to take a menial job with a crystal merchant, he learned many lessons about business and life. Select and share one of the lessons you believe was crucial in his pursuit of his Personal Legend.

5. Santiago and the crystal merchant debate whether it is more important to simply have a dream or whether it is more important to fulfill the dream. Whose rationale do you agree with and why? What would you add to support your point of view?

6. As one character says, “ A universal language ‘understood by everybody, but already forgotten,’” asks us to do some thinking. What could he mean by a universal language? Do you think he’s speaking literally or metaphorically? Could you explain it? Why would the character say this universal language is forgotten? What’s your opinion?

Read bottom of p.87-bottomof p127* 

Respond by August 10 to Questions #7- 9

7. Consider the various descriptive passages the oasis. What surprised you about these? What might have been new ideas for you? What were you comfortable about? Did anything strike you as “odd” or “not what you expected”?

8. When the alchemist tells Santiago, “You don’t have to understand the desert: all you have to do is contemplate a simple grain of sand, and you will see in it all the marvels of creation,” he obviously is commenting literally and metaphorically. Pretend the alchemist had said this to you and you had to explain it to a classmate. What would you say?

9. At one point the alchemist explains the secret of successfully turning metal into gold. How does this process compare to living out a Personal Legend?  

Read from p127-the end p.168 and answer Question # 10-12.

Respond by August 20.

10. At the end of the journey the alchemist leaves Santiago to reach the pyramids alone. Why do you think the author has the title character disappear at this point?

11. Thinking back through the novel, we note that Santiago is actually robbed three times. Why do you think the author chose for this to happen precisely three times? Why is it important that he is robbed at the pyramids? 

12. When the novel ends, consider where Santiago is. Is there irony to this destination? Do you believe he reached his goal of attaining his personal legend? Would you say you are disappointed in the ending, satisfied with the ending, or incredibly fulfilled by the ending? Whichever of the three you chose, explain your choice.

